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Our Mission

The overall mission of the Culture and
Intensive English Program (CIEP) is to
provide International Students with quality
intensive academic English language
instruction and a cultural orientation to
the United States in preparation for study
at the University of Northern Iowa or other
institution of higher learning.

Dear Readers:
Welcome to 2016! This last year has been inspiring
and now a new one has arrived, bringing with it many
opportunities for learning, growing and strengthening the
best in us and our institutions.
Last year, we were privileged to welcome students from
Asia, South and Central America, Europe, Africa, and the
Middle East. Each of these students has brought to our
program their personal stories, culture, and traditions.
It has been very rewarding to see the culture exchange
among our international students and as a result, the
diversity awareness among domestic students, UNI faculty
and staff, and local volunteers who had the opportunity
to interact with our international students on a regular
basis. We like to believe that our work is contributing
to building a more tolerant and peaceful world. Our
primary mission is to provide International Students with
quality intensive academic English language instruction and
cultural orientation to the United States as students learn
about their host culture. We accomplish our mission at the
classroom level, but we also provide our students several
opportunities to practice their English skills and fluency
through social activities, culture talks, field trips, and
service-learning projects.
Last semester, the CIEP among other campus
departments, partnered with the UNI Rod Library
to sponsor the Around the World in 180 Minutes for
the second year. Our students had the opportunity
to showcase their home countries, traditions, music,
and more. Over 20 countries were represented at the
event, and hundreds of UNI students, staff, faculty, and
community members had the opportunity to learn about
and experience different foreign countries and cultures.

r
Enjoy some of the pictures and videos about some
of the social and cultural activities that we are
including in this publication.
At the CIEP, we provide quality and personalized
service to our students by offering a pre- and
post-arrival orientation and continued support
throughout their study in the program. Our goal
is to address the needs of the whole student. We
understand that studying abroad is exciting and
rewarding, but it can also be challenging and
overwhelming if the students do not have the
needed support. For the CIEP, campus partnerships
are essential resources to provide the support and
services to allow our students to succeed at all
levels.

In this issue, we also highlight stories about a
current student, alumni, and instructional staff
member. All of them share their successful
experience in the CIEP and at UNI. We also

As of today, the international political arena is not
very encouraging. However, we are committed to
continue promoting international education and
intercultural exchange on our campus and in our
community. Educational and cultural opportunities
transcend borders to foster a more peaceful and
interconnected society. We will continue bringing a
little of the world to Iowa, hoping to provide people
with the opportunities to achieve their education,
learn to be global citizens, and contribute to
building a more inclusive community.
Happy New Year to all!

Carolina Coronado-Park,
CIEP Director
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During the last four years, we have been
collaborating with the UNI Student Wellness
Services. The partnership began when CIEP
requested staff training sessions to build an
understanding of violence prevention so we could
make students feel “welcome, safe, and valued” on
campus. Currently, the Student Wellness Services
also offers a session related to safety and well-being
to new CIEP students at the beginning of our eightweek program, five times a year. On the following
pages, please read more about the UNI Student
Wellness Service and our successful partnership.

include a note about a special program that was
customized for a group of students from the
Gammon Presbyterian Institute in Brazil. It was
the third year that we welcomed students from
this partner institution. In this New Year, we will
continue promoting the CIEP Immersion Programs
with a focus on specific subjects including
Multiculturalism, STEM, Business, Pedagogy, TESOL,
and Health Promotion. Along the same line, we are
in the process of developing an online course for
short-term programs. Stay tuned to see the results
of these initiatives at the end of this year.
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UNI CONNECTIONS

STUDENT WELLNESS

a key to student success
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By Tucker Olson, CIEP Office Assistant
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The Culture & Intensive English Program’s mission
focuses on providing quality English language instruction
and cultural orientation to prepare students for university
studies. This mission cannot be met without addressing
the needs of the whole student. For the CIEP, campus
partnerships are integral means to provide the support
and services to enable our students to succeed. Student
Wellness Services strives to support students’ journeys
toward optimal health of mind, body and spirit in order
to meet these same goals.
Located in the Wellness and Recreation Center,
Student Wellness Services promotes wellness through
health education, events and activities. Full-time
staff, graduate assistants, and undergraduate student
workers comprise the wellness team to fulfill a wide
variety of responsibilities. Mark Rowe-Barth, Associate
Director of Student Wellness, oversees the office and
general administrative duties. His main focuses include

substance abuse programs, mental health promotion,
violence prevention initiatives, and the Healthy Campus
Coalition. Joan Thompson, Health Educator and Victim
Services Advocate, serves as a confidential resource for
all students. Her duties include education and outreach
programs, specifically concerning services for victims of
relationship violence and sexual assault, healthy eating
and general health promotion.
Student wellness is pivotal to student success,
according to Mark.
“The whole reason our office exists is to help
students succeed. We know that there is a direct
correlation between student wellness and academic
success, and vice versa.”
For the CIEP, we know international students
face a unique set of challenges. They often face the same
stressors as domestic students with added pressures of
being away from their usual support systems and in an

s

unfamiliar environment.
The CIEP’s relationship with Student Wellness
Services began four years ago when the CIEP reached
out to Student Wellness Services to develop a variety of
ways to address cultural difference concerning student
conduct, sexual misconduct, and discrimination. The
intent was to best equip students and staff to understand
cultural differences of conduct and empower them to
access resources, should they ever become necessary. This
was part of a broader conversation to be proactive against
violence prevention. Mark elaborated,
“I was very impressed with, at the time, Phil,
Carolina and Sally being central to that conversation.”
The partnership began with staff training sessions
to build understanding of violent prevention and make
students feel “welcome, safe and valued”, as Mark recalls,
and grew to include student sessions.
Today, either Joan or Mark lead a “Safe Behavior
Management” session during CIEP’s new student
orientation. This introduces students to the different
laws and customs and “what boils down to welcome and
unwelcome behavior”, said Joan. Challenging, though
fruitful, conversations often come from this session.
Joan remarked that interpreters have reported feeling
slightly uncomfortable as the intermediary between the
two cultures. Although explaining the local expectations
concerning violence and sexual conduct can be
uncomfortable, Joan notes that the interpreters, often

> Violence Intervention
> Substance Abuse
> Eating Well
> Health Education

Visit UNI Wellness Services at
UNI Wellness & Recreation Center
Room 104
Learn more at:
http://www.uni.edu/studentwellness/
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UNI STUDENT WELLNESS SERVICES

international students themselves, always support the
importance of the conversation.
Student Wellness Services holds a unique position
in the university. The staff strives to conduct outreach
at various levels in the university community including
online trainings, one-on-one meetings, department or
organizational sessions and the entire campus. Joan
remarks that it can be difficult to reach such a broad base
since it can be difficult to see the impact made. However,
Mark and Joan agree that working with students to help
them “propel forward” is greatly rewarding.
For many student affairs professionals, reaching
out to the international student population can be a
unique challenge. The cultural differences and language
barriers can amount to significant obstacles in promoting
services and assistance, should it ever be needed.
However, Joan and Mark agree on the value of the
partnership with the CIEP.
“I think it has opened doors. We often have to
do the outreach to get in. For us, it was really cool that
the CIEP saw a need in their population and wanted to
make a different and help students be successful,” Mark
explained.
The partnership allows the CIEP and Student
Wellness Services to achieve their concurrent goals of
supporting student success and empowering them to be
well.

5

Francia
CIEP CURRENT
STUDENT
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By Sarah Stephany, CIEP Activities Assistant
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Francia is a student from Brazzaville, Republic
of Congo and has been studying at CIEP since January
of this year! Before coming to Cedar Falls, Francia and
her sister had the opportunity to study English in India
and in Madison, Wisconsin. Both places offered her
an opportunity to grow in her understanding of other
cultures and helped her become more responsible as she
transitioned to living away from her family.
Growing up, Francia lived with her mother, father
and three sisters. She has always enjoyed African dancing
and singing with her sisters and noted that she is excited
to find opportunities to do that here! As she began her
studies, the idea of studying abroad began to excite her
as well. She told us,
“It is the dream of many people I know to come to
the United States. Growing up, many people talked about
life in the United States and Europe.”
Those early voices in her life molded her dreams
to learn English and work internationally. Specifically, she
would like to work for a travel agency either in Paris or
Canada.
“I believe that being able to speak English will
open many doors for my future.” She said.

So far, Francia says that the CIEP has helped her
tremendously with her speaking skills.
“When I was studying in Madison, we did mostly
reading and writing, but I didn’t practice speaking in
English very much. In CIEP I have had opportunities to
practice speaking all the time.”
Specifically, Francia has enjoyed practicing those
listening and speaking skills with her Conversation
Partner and with her host family. Outside of classes,
Francia has had time to travel, enjoy local foods, such as
her favorite- steak!, and meet new people all over the US!
She has visited friends in New York, Washington D.C., and
hopes to visit Dallas after graduating CIEP to continue her
education.
FAST FACTS: REPUBLIC OF CONGO

> Located in Central Africa
> Capital: Brazzaville
> Official Language: French
> Population: 4.5 million
> Major exports: Petroleum, mining,
forestry, commercial agriculture

CIEP Welcomed Students from Gammon
Presbyterian Institute for Immersion Program
By Lauren Rein, Academic Support Specialist
contrasted these cultural values to their experiences
with culture and life in Brazil. They gave two Culture
Contrast presentations in class, in which they discussed
similarities and differences between the two cultures.
They were also given the opportunity to survey
members of the campus and community about their
opinions on American culture.
All of the students showed great improvement.
Lower-level showed the biggest gains in speaking
fluency and confidence. They were unable to express
themselves in the beginning of class, but at the end,
these students explained their opinions and ideas with
clear grammar and vocabulary. The higher-level students
also showed marked improvement in pronunciation, as
well as vocabulary and more advanced grammar.
All in all, it was a great experience. The students
were open, thoughtful, and fun to teach. We look
forward to the next group from Gammon.

For more information about customized immersion programs, visit http://uni.edu/ciep/special-programs/immersion
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From August 25 to September 17, the CIEP
conducted a special program “Culture Class” for a group
from Gammon Presbyterian Institute in Lavras, Minas
Gerais state, Brazil. The class of seven high school
students and two adult chaperones met twice a week
to learn about Cedar Falls, American culture, and work
on English pronunciation. We focused on voiced and
voiceless “th” sound as well as the –ed verb ending.
On August 27, after reading about the history
and current status of Cedar Falls, Sarah Stephany and
Lauren Rein drove the Gammon group to downtown
Cedar Falls for a small tour and a stop at Scratch
Cupcakery on Main Street. Everyone really enjoyed the
trip. The group was also able to travel to Des Moines and
Minneapolis with other CIEP students during weekend
trips.
The class learned about traditional American
values such as individual freedom, self-reliance,
and equal opportunity. The class compared and

7

social & cultural

ACTIVITIES

By Jordan Peterson, CIEP Activities Assistant

CIEP Trip to Des Moines

Around the World in 180 Minutes

CIEP students took a day trip to our state’s capital
city, Des Moines. They toured the capitol building,
walked the John PappaJohn Sculpture Park and
downtown, visited the local farmer’s market, and
did some shopping at the mall.

The CIEP partnered with the UNI Rod Library once
again to sponsor this event during International
Education Week. During the event, many UNI
students, staff, faculty and community members
visited with international students about their
home countries, sampled food dishes and viewed
traditional clothing and country artifacts.

S’mores and Speed Friendship
Students enjoyed the warmth of a night-time
campfire with s’mores. After the fire, students
played a Speed Friendship game that helped them
meet more people in CIEP and at UNI.
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CIEP Talent Show
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The CIEP Talent Show was an opportunity for
students to show off their hidden talents. Students
sang, played the piano, showed traditional games
and skits from their culture, and free-style rapped.

Culture Hour: Dining Out
CIEP staff and volunteers taught students manners
and formal vocabulary for dining out. They learned
about U.S. American dining culture and why
tipping is important in local restaurants.

Habitat for Humanity Volunteering
Students had the opportunity to volunteer with
Habitat for Humanity. They help build a house for
people in need by tearing down walls, installing
framework, and putting up drywall.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank Volunteering
Volunteering at the Northeast Iowa Food Bank
was a great way for students to help their local
community. CIEP Students prepared over 1,000
meals for children in need.

Culture Talk: Iowa Hometowns
CIEP Students attended a presentation from
Conversation Partners about their hometowns. The
towns discussed were Story City, Des Moines, Traer,
and Kalona. They learned more about the Iowa
culture and Iowa’s most popular places.

CIEP Trip to Minneapolis
CIEP students enjoyed a two day adventure in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. It began at The Mall of
America where students had the opportunity to
shop, visit the SEA LIFE® Minnesota Aquarium,
ride roller coasters at Nickelodeon Universe®. The
following day students went downtown to enjoy
food from the Midtown Global Market and visit the
Minneapolis Institute of Art.

During the CIEP Fall Party - students
experienced the US American tradition of
carving pumpkins!

CIEP students presented information about their
country during the Around the World Event.
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CIEP students visit Minneapolis, Minnesota
in November 2015.
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Mohammed
Al
Sharif
CIEP FORMER STUDENT
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By Haleigh Weatherly, CIEP Administrative Assistant
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For former CIEP student, Mohammed Al Sharif,
view of the U.S. as a whole.
the opportunity to learn is something he always took
Mohammed did have some worries when
advantage of and still does today. After receiving his
coming to Iowa and some things were hard for him
Bachelor of Arts in Accounting (in Jordan), Mohammed
to adapt to. Mohammed says that one of his biggest
worked as an accountant. While
struggles during his time at
working as an accountant,
UNI and still today, is the public
Mohammed decided that he
transportation system. He also
“I tell everyone in my
wanted to expand his spread of
worried that people would not talk
home
country
that
I
wish
skills and learn English. Mohammed
to him, like in Miami. He quickly
everyone
could
experience
started an English program in
found that his struggles would
CIEP
because
it
will
Miami, Florida before deciding that
be diminished by the good that
Iowa may be a better fit for him.
the Cedar Falls area had to offer.
change how they think of
A large part of
Mohammed comment,
America.”
Mohammed’s decision to study
“If you need help, someone will
English in Iowa was Mohammed’s
help you. And they will be happy
sister. Then, and still today she resides in the Cedar
with [being able to do] that.”
Valley area. She was familiar with UNI’s CIEP and
A major influence on his outlook was his host
suggested her brother give it a try. Mohammed knew it
family. Mohammed talks of how his host family taught
was the right fit for him upon his arrival for orientation.
him about the culture, helped him practice his English,
Mohammed says his first impression of Iowa and Cedar
and took him around the Cedar Valley area. He thought
Falls was that the people were friendly and offered
the option for a host family is the best part of our
a “warm” welcome. His welcome in Iowa was very
program. Mohammed also took it upon himself to get
different from his welcome in Miami, which changed his involved with everything else the CIEP has to offer by

Welcome to the CIEP!

In Fall 2015, CIEP welcomed 48 new students from
11 different countries including:
Bahrain
Brazil
China
Colombia
Congo
Domincan Republic
Iran
Japan
Peru
Saudi Arabia
Spain

Fall 2015 Graduates

We would like to congratulate the following
students who have successfully completed the UNI
Culture & Intensive English Program:
Fall 1 2015
Ali Albadrani, Saudi Arabia
Malak Aldahan, Saudi Arabia
Ali Mohammed Alfaraj, Saudi Arabia
Zahra Alfaraj, Saudi Arabia
Fatima Almustafa, Saudi Arabia
Ahmed Alsaffar, Saudi Arabia
Mahdi Altalib, Saudi Arabia
Donia Alzayer, Saudi Arabia
Jianfeng Cheng, China
Yao Tian, China
Fall 2 2015
Essa Alborhan, Saudi Arabia
Sukinah Alfaraj, Saudi Arabia
Layla Alhassan, Saudi Arabia
Qassem Alnemer, Saudi Arabia
Layla Alosiami, Saudi Arabia
Jassim AlRebh, Saudi Arabia
Brandon Cardenas Garcia, Mexico
Rongshen Chen, China
Zizheng Lyu, China
Francia Grace Nzoulani, Congo
Desir Merveille Nzoulani, Congo
Siyu Ren, China
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participating in CIEP activities and participating in
the conversation partner program. In his free time,
Mohammed most enjoyed playing soccer with his
CIEP friends.
While in the classroom, Mohammed says
his favorite part was the relationships he built
with his instructors. He explained they were all
so helpful, with classroom work and everything
in between. He found a good mix of teacher
and friend with the instructors. They helped him
develop critical skills that are continuing to pay off.
Mohammed is currently in California,
finishing his Accounting Master’s Program. After
he finishes his studies there, he plans to return
to his home country in Palestine where he hopes
to transfer his skills and experience, and make
an impact on the people there. Mohammed is
constantly telling his friends and family about
UNI CIEP, and still wears his CIEP lanyard that
he received on his first day of orientation.
Mohammed stated,
“I tell everyone in my home country that
I wish everyone could experience CIEP because it
will change how they think of America.”
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CIEPCOMMUNITYCONNECTIONS

Cardozo-Vargas Ministers
to the Cedar Valley
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By Sally Roos, CIEP Student Services Coordinator
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When Homero Cardozo Vargas set foot in Cedar Falls,
he thought he was taking a break from his calling as
a community leader and Catholic priest. Although
he hoped to live in the local parish, he was pleasantly
surprised when Archbishop Michael Jackals asked him
to join Queen of Peace Church for the celebration of
mass and to lead others by practicing the sacrament of
confession.
“I’m so happy because the people are happy,
too…” said Homero. “The first Sunday when I did
confessions, I couldn’t finish [because the line was so
long.]”
He has been helping with confessions every
Sunday since the first and was even asked to speak
about mercy at a weekend retreat. Homero uses his first
language, Spanish, to minister to people who cannot yet
speak English. One day, when he finishes his studies in
the Culture and Intensive English Program, he hopes to
be able to minister to people in two different languages:
Spanish and English.

“So he [the priest] tells me some days, do you
want to do that in English? I would like to offer the mass
in English next year when I feel sure or more confident in
this language,” he said.
In the past, the CIEP program has provided
English language training for several other spiritual
leaders in the community, including Adin Rasidajic, a
Bosnian Imam at the Masjid Al-Noor Islamic Center in
Waterloo and Young Joung, a Korean pastor who served
at a local Baptist church for several years.
Homero moved from his small hometown of Cagamarca
to Lima, Peru when he was fifteen years old to start
seminary. Remembering this time of his life, he admitted
that he did this for his family. His brother was a priest and
his parents wanted him to follow this way. Homero was
excited for a new experience, and he got what he was
looking for.
“I went only to see how was this kind of life,
but two years later, in January 1998, I had a spiritual
experience where I decided to take this,” he said.

CIEP Students
Participate in UNI
RISE Week Events
In October, a UNI student organization, called UNI RISE
(Refugee and Immigrant Support Empowerment),
organized various speakers and events for the campus.
Some CIEP students, including Dongyub Back (pictured
above), participated in these events. Additionally,
Jordan Peterson, CIEP Activities Assistant, serves as
President of UNI RISE and played a major role in making
these events possible.
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“I felt God’s presence in my heart,
and I felt that He was calling me this way. It
was the beginning of my vocation because
before I was only curious.”
Homero liked that he could help people
through his newfound vocation.
“In the specific moments in this
life, when they get married, when they lost
someone,...it’s very valuable for them and for
me,” he said.
At the age of 24, Homero officially
became a priest. He moved to Italy to study
more theology, and while in Europe, he
started his studies of the English language.
For four years, he taught philosophy and
religion at St. Augustine School in Lima.
Then he moved to Chiclajo, where he served
as the Principal of a school. Although he
has worked in education, Homero insisted
that it was spiritual work, but he was free on
Sundays.
“I spoke to many students, teachers
and parents, people who came to me to ask
me how can I do, when ‘I have a problems,
with a child,…a son or daughter…I need
peace, I don’t know what happened in my
life…’ I prayed for them,” he reflected. “I
spoke to them what the Bible says, what
behavior to take in these cases. My job was a
pastor more than a teacher.”
Homero came to the CIEP because
of a connection with Father Ricardo Fermin
Coronado Arrascue, a CIEP alumni and
current Judicial Vicar in Colorado Springs,
CO, who served as a mentor for him from
the beginning of his vocation. Via Skype,
Ricardo recommended attending the CIEP
and getting a Master’s in Education to add to
his skills as an educational manager. Homero
likes the intensive nature of the program and
how it is has helped his ability to understand
lectures and write. He said,
“I don’t want to have anything
else [to do] because I want to focus on my
English.”

Events included speakers on the refugee crisis in Europe,
the Diversity Visa Lottery program, immigration reform,
and local refugee and immigrant communities.
Speakers included the Executive Director of the
Council on American Islamic Relations Miriam Amer,
representatives from Liberty in North Korea (LiNK), and
local refugees who spoke regarding their experiences
dealing with conflict in thier home countries, the
resettlement process, and life in the United States.

13
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JAIME LYON

CIEP STAFF SPOTLIGHT
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The Culture & Intensive English Program
(CIEP) is constantly innovating. Whether it be
welcoming a new special program, creating a new
level, or updating a procedure, things change
constantly and quickly. This is one of the many
reasons that Jaime Lyon, CIEP Academic Support
Specialist, likes teaching in an intensive English
program like the CIEP.
“I like the challenge. You come to work and
never know what’s going to change. For example I
don’t know what I’m going to teach next term, but I
look forward to the challenge,” she says.
Jaime, who began working in the CIEP in
2008 as a tutor, has seen many changes occur in the
CIEP.
“We added the Bridge (level B) program, we
changed offices, and we have more diversity now,”
she says.
Jaime started her language teaching career
as a high school Spanish teacher in a small town in
southern Iowa.
“I was doing a lot of teaching and enjoyed it.

It was a good opportunity for me to learn another
language and teach people another language.”
She became involved in the CIEP when she
came to UNI as a graduate TESOL student.
“I was asked to tutor some students who had
low-proficiency. We didn’t have a Bridge program at
the time, so I was asked to tutor them so they could
start into level 2 or 3.”
When she completed her Master’s Degree,
she applied for and was offered a full-time teaching
position in the CIEP.
In addition to teaching classes, Jaime has
been involved in many special projects in the
CIEP. She is one of the members of the Reading
Curriculum Committee, which was tasked with
looking at new reading textbooks, as well as
reviewing the student learning outcomes and how
they could be altered to help CIEP students benefit
from them.
“We’re just finishing the reading curriculum
revisions, and we want to make sure everything
flows smoothly,” she says.

Meet the CIEP Staff!
Instructional Staff
Mike Williams
Emily Luttrell-Narigon
Jaime Lyon
Lauren Rein
Petra Maier
Tom Riedmiller
Carol Floyd
Christina Tsimpides
Jeannie Kleinhans
Patricia Ferguson
Carolyn Allen
Fran Daniels
Ellen Sonnet
Beth Dove
Bryan Johnson
Administrative Staff
Carolina Coronado-Park, Director
Ana Bender
Olivia Randolph
Sally Roos
Cristy Steffen
Student Employees
Sarah Stephany
Jordan Peterson
Haleigh Weatherly
De’Sean Taylor
Gabe Gedlinske
Hayley Till
Tucker Olson
Mason Greer
David Branson
Translators/Interpreters
Sabrina Sok
Yue Liang
Ali Althanyian
Zainab Alfaraj
Tucker Olson
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She also worked on a distance learning program which
facilitated online class exchanges between CIEP students and a
school in Turkey.
“ I had our students all have a CIEP iPad and use them
to communicate with the students in Turkey. That was a lot of
fun,”
she reflects. Due to her interest in distance learning,
Jaime, along with other CIEP and UNI staff members, is
currently working on a new distance program with the goal of
starting some CIEP online classes for special programs.
“I see more distance programs in the CIEP’s future.
We live in a global world but that doesn’t always mean that
students can travel here. Some students just need a little extra
work and some students want to learn about our culture but
they’re unable to actually come here. So I see a lot more being
offered online. Our students could work with the distance
learning students because our students can benefit from
practicing English with other non-native speakers,” Jaime says.
Even with her teaching schedule and involvement in
special projects, Jaime still finds time to enjoy some of her
hobbies.
“I like to make things and be creative, so I do things like
the back-splash in my kitchen and a lot of household things. I
also like having people over, cooking, and baking. Cooking is
really fun, I enjoy trying new recipes and things.”
Trying new things and welcoming new opportunities
are things Jaime advises all CIEP students to do.
“Taking advantage of the opportunities to practice
English outside of class and doing the homework will really
help you learn English,” she says, “Ask questions too. We are
happy to help, we want to you ask us questions, and we want
you to have a good time here.”
The CIEP’s connection with the University of Northern
Iowa and the community is another aspect Jaime appreciates
and hopes students can take advantage of.
“We have a lot of great teachers here at CIEP and
most of that is because we can partner with UNI. We can go
talk to the professors in the TESOL program, we get some of
our teachers from that program, and our students can go to
the activities on campus. They also get the benefit of class
exchanges with other academic students which helps them
practice their English, and we have the activities that the
CIEP activities office does where students can go out into the
community and volunteer. Studying in the CIEP is not always
just about using English, it’s about being able to see what an
American community is like.”

15
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IRAN
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CIEP World’s Window

Bute Jeghe is one of the most popular symbol that Iranian people
created thousands years ago. The design which is Zoroastrian symbols
is originated from cypress. It is called “Persian pickles” in the U.S. Such
patterns became very popular in West in 18th and 19th centuries. Some
design scholars believe it is the convergence of a stylized floral spray and a
cypress tree which is a Zoroastrian symbol of life and eternity.
Iranians call this pattern Bute (bush) which literary means a bunch of
leaves which the simplest form is very similar to serrated leaves. Bute (bush)
has a very complex and rich root in Iran which is in the shape of different
objects such as flame, fruit, pine tree and etc.
As Iranians love to invent different and complex types of art
patterns, they have developed various forms of plants and call them by
specific names. Pattern of Bute is one of the most popular decoration items
which is used in different types of art such as illuminated manuscript,
textile printing, carpets weaving, and metal fabrication.
Bute Jeghe has been represented the symbol of freedom, dignity,
modesty, and humanity of Iranian people during the years. As such, Iranian
people have tried to save Bute Jeghe as the most popular traditional
symbol. Bute Jeghe has been used for decorations in most of the Iranian
traditional events and holy days such as in Persian New Year (Nowruz), Yalda
night (the last night of fall), and Mehregan (one the Iranian ancient festival).
For instance, Iranian people have kept the tradition of exchanging gifts in
New Year holidays, and as such they preferably provide gifts with traditional
patterns such as Bute Jeghe to perpetuate the Iranian traditions and beliefs.
This World’s Window was written by Fatema Bordbarjavidi. Fatema is originally
from Tehran, Iran. In Fall 2015, Fatema was in CIEP Writing Level 5.
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